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School options for the 
Early Years





Disability 
Discrimination 
Act

Disability Standards for Education states:

"The education provider must take reasonable 
steps to ensure that the prospective student is 
able to seek admission to, or apply for 
enrolment in, the institution on the same 
basis as a prospective student without a 
disability, and without experiencing 
discrimination."



What is the best school 
for your child?

Local school, a special school, a school with a special 
education unit, private schools etc.



Local school

• This should be your starting point if you are 
considering mainstream.

• Support that may be available at your local school:

*Specialist staff such as inclusion teachers, guidance 
officers, advisory visiting teachers (AVTs), therapists 
(OT, physio, speech therapists).

*Additional resourcing – specialised equipment, 
flexible learning spaces, teacher aide time.

*Lunchtime programs – supporting students with 
alternate play spaces, social skills programs.

*Targeted resourcing – funding that goes directly to 
schools (1 bucket of funding to share)



Other State and 
Private Schools

• Similar support options may be available.

• Be aware of Enrolment Management Plans (EMPs) 
– there may be a waiting list if you are not in the 
catchment.

• Some state schools have specialist programs 
supporting students with significant vision 
impairment, hearing impairment or physical 
impairment.

• Funding works differently in a private school

• Specialist schools (In Qld: Glenleighden, Autism 
QLD).

• Split placements – mainstream school/special 
school.



Special School

• State special schools provide highly individualised programs 
delivered by a multidisciplinary team of classroom teachers 
and support staff.

• Special schools support children and young people with 
intellectual disability, who may have other disabilities that 
severely impact on their ability to access and participate in 
education.



Special school vs mainstream

Special School Mainstream

• Class of maximum 8 • Class of up to 25

• Teacher aide in every classroom so ratio of 
adults to students is much smaller

• 1 on 1 teacher aide only if available (funding)

• Specialist training for staff – modified curriculum, 
medical, toileting, AAC etc

• Classroom teacher won't have 
any specialist training in disability and AAC.

• Same Australian curriculum at a slower pace • Individualised curriculum plan and Individual 
education plan

• Could learn undesirable behaviours from other 
students

• Peer modelling and peer motivation

• Physical environment is designed for access • Physical environment could be a barrier – stairs, 
no ramps, playground unsuitable.



Accommodations vs modifications

Accommodations/Adjustments Modifications

Making a change to access and HOW a student is taught Making a change to WHAT is being taught or expected to learn

Being given a chair to sit on during assembly Writing – instead of writing a paragraph, constructing a single 
sentence using their PODD book

Watching the movie of a book studied in class instead of reading it Looking at logos – studying colours/shapes

Putting in a ramp to allow access to the classroom Swimming – working on getting in and out safely, swimming with 
support

Using an alternative pencil for writing



What does 
inclusion 
look like?



What inclusion can look like



Being an 
advocate

Being an advocate is about protecting and 
promoting the rights of your child at school.

You know your child best

Advocacy can be really exhausting and 
emotional

We need to help others to presume
competence about your child


	School options for the �Early Years 
	Slide Number 2
	Disability Discrimination Act
	What is the best school for your child?
	Local school
	Other State and Private Schools
	Special School
	Special school vs mainstream 
	Accommodations vs modifications 
	What does inclusion look like? 
	What inclusion can look like
	Being an advocate

